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to me plainly: " this and that is the concrete objective which we want to attain/' When working with him one was always groping more or less in the dark, and so I gave away the third ship against my real principles and without any return, so as not to obstruct negotiations which could possibly promise success.
Owing to the fact that the Chancellor had already given away the original Supplementary Estimates, I had no more compensations to offer in return for little gifts, which were paid out to the tune of future colonies. I could only sacrifice military values on principle in return for actual, and in a certain sense final, guarantees, either naval (the proportion of 2: 3), or political (an agreement regarding neutrality). To have dropped Supplementary Estimates without any positive compensation would have meant giving way in too one-sided a fashion. This was just what we had to avoid most of all if we did not want to return to the period of English threats such as in 1896 or 1904-5, or to put an eternal screw upon ourselves. We had to deal with the English on the basis of like to like, if we wanted to secure permanently our mutual relations in spite of the mistakes made in July, 1911.
I was therefore uncertain whether I had not already gone too far in reality, in sacrificing as a proof of our compliance a part of the Supplementary Estimates which had already been reduced. My doubts were soon dissolved by my seeing clearly the real aims of the English. For after Haldane had pocketed this